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begins investigation with it comes to nature with an a priori dogma, and insists that she shall only tell him what he already wishes to believe. That is not scientific, but essentially anti - scientific. Genuine science demands that nature shall be allowed to speak for herself and be believed, whether she teaches that the principles required for the explanation of her phenomena are few or many. No factor ought to be pronounced arbitrary or imaginary until proved to be not required for the explanation of facts. The materialist, if he would be truly scientific, must be content to wait until he has finished his argumentation against the spiritualist and the theist before he affirms that to trace effects to God or the soul is to appeal to an arbitrary factor. But where are there materialists to be found who are willing to do anything of the kind ? I know of none. Almost without exception, materialists assume at the outset that science is bound to recognise only material causes, and their whole argumentation is largely dependent on this assumption.
A second principle of materialism is that the higher must be explained by the lower, the superior by the inferior. Comte was perhaps the first clearly to point out that this is the universal and distinctive characteristic of materialism. It accounts for/orce by matter, for the orderly by the unorderly, for the organic by the inorganic, for